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The Christmas Season is right around the corner. So get out your calendar to mark down 

the following dates: 

Advent and Christmas Worship 

Advent Hope   November 27, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. 

Advent Peace   December 4, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. 

Advent Joy    December 11, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. - Giving Sunday (formerly White Gift) 

Advent Love    December 18, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. - Pageant Sunday 

Longest Night service  Wednesday, December 21, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve  services Saturday, December 24, 2016  

    services at 7:00 and 11:00 p.m. (communion at 11 p.m.) 

Christmas Day service December 25, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. 

New Yearôs Day service January 1, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Throughout the season we will be listening to wonderful music from our choir under the direction of Bryan 

LeGrow. We are so happy Bryan has joined our church family and we are thoroughly enjoying the music 

we get to enjoy every Sunday! 

 

We wish the best of the season to you and your families! 

 

Should you require any further information about the above mentioned dates, please speak to anyone from 

the Worship Committee or phone the church office. 

 

Lindy Mair 

MILL WOODS UNITED CHURCH 

NOVEMBER 2016 



Siyahambe! 
Never underestimate the power of spiritual gatherings. That is one of my thoughts following the 40th 

anniversary service at Mill Woods United on November 20. 

There was so much that I loved about 

that gathering: the 12 minute slide-

show created with care and 

dedication by Brian Sampson; the 

presence of 13 of the 48 charter 

members from 1976; the words of 

appreciation -- by Janice Martin upon 

being recognized for 25 years of 

service as Office Administrator; by 

Tazvi Nyarota of the United Methodist 

Church of Zimbabwe; by MLA 

Christina Gray; and by Juan, Luis and 

Francisco Jr. Rico for being 

welcomed by the church 13 years 

ago; the sharing from three former 

ministers from the 80s, 90s, and 

2000s: Tom Sawyer, Norm 

Macdonald and Dale Irving; the music 

of the choir, of the Zimbabwean 

congregation, and of soloist Nelson 

Nagrenda; the participation of 

children and youth under Bev 

Thompsonôs direction; and the great 

spirit that prevailed during lunch in the 

Lower Hall. 

Thank to you everyone who helped 

with the day: Cathy Bayly and Lindy 

Mair for leading us off, Rob McPhee 

for being MC during the lunch; 

Heavenly Hospitality for serving 

lunch; Bryan LeGrow for leading us in 

music; Paula Kirman for taking 

photographs and doing such a great 

job of promoting the event on both 

traditional and social media; those 

who sent greetings by mail; and all 

150 or more of us who gathered. 

Together we created an experience 

that showed the strength of this 

community of faith. I am also happy 

that CTV Edmonton wove footage of 

the service into its report on 

Transgender Day of Remembrance 

and highlighted the story of our own 

AJ Janewski. Thank you AJ for 

yourself and your advocacy, and to 

everyone who makes Mill Woods 

United such a diverse, welcoming and 

evolving church. 

Celebrations like the one on 

November 20 accomplish a lot of 

things. They remind us of the joy that 

flows from the work of outreach, 

social justice, education, and worship. 

They reconnect us to sacred values 

of compassion, hospitality, and the 

search for beauty and truth. They 

inspire us to continue to be there for 

each other and our neighbours in 

times of trouble and triumph. They 

remind us that an inner flame of 

Godôs Love flickers within each one of 

us. 

Participating in the work of a church is 

not always easy. Walking the line 

between enthusiasm and burnout can 

be tricky. Being present to the 

moment involves both joy and grief. 

Figuring out what is going on in our 

hearts, in the neighbourhood and in 

the world is complex, and differences 

in perspectives are inevitable. 

Keeping a church firing on all 

cylinders but also financially viable is 

a constant struggle of both 

administration and inspiration. 

But we did it. We made it through 40 

wonderful years, and we celebrated 

this milestone. May this anniversary 

gathering fill us with new energy for 

today and with hope for the future in 

both church and world -- Ian 

 

Packed sanctuary for our 40th anniversary, with several charter  

members and former ministers.  



The Advent Journey, 
Lifeôs Journey 

Advent, a season of preparation and journeying. 

Preparation for birth and rebirth. 

Journeying toward the light, the Source of light 

in our lives, to ways of being light in the world. 

Traditionally the colour for Advent in the church has 

been purple or blue. We used blue for our Advent 

banners to distinguish from the purple of our Lent 

banners (there will be a second Lent banner for Lent 

2017!) It is also a colour often associated with Mary. 

What colour of robe do you think of her wearing when 

you think of Christmas pageants, cards, or statues? 

In advent imagery we frequently see Mary and Joseph 

riding a donkey on their journey to Bethlehem 

silhouetted in the distance. I have turned this idea 

around a bit on the long Advent banner. When it is on 

the wall, I chose to have the journey starting from where 

we live our lives here in Edmonton. Check out the 

silhouettes at the bottom of the banner. Each one 

represents an aspect of our common lives, from which 

point we journey on our individual life paths, sometimes 

alone, sometimes sharing that journey with family, 

friends, and others. One of the silhouettes is Mill Woods 

United Church, a base and source of strength which 

leads us out into the world to live loving lives. 

The path doesnôt lead toward the town of Bethlehem like 

on many Christmas cards, but rather over lifeôs valleys 

and hilltops toward Light, the Source of light, toward that 

which is good and true and caring. On the long banner, 

Light is represented as rays of sun coming from behind 

lifeôs clouds. 

During Advent though, with the long banner hanging 

over the communion table, we see the journey leading 

from where we are to the Bethlehem star on the pulpit 

banner. The focus in advent is on the star as Source of 

light, the light that shone over the stable, the star that 

drew the Wise People to where the New Testament birth 

stories tell us that ñJesus, the light of the worldò was 

born. 

That is what I ñseeò in the Advent banners I quilted. 

What about you? 

I hope that they speak to you in some way! 

Ethel Ray 





Moving Forward with 
Reconciliation and 

Responding to the TRC 
Calls to Action 

Council appointed Nancy Siever and Mary-Anne 

Janewski as "witnesses" to educate and inspire our 

congregation to respond to the Calls to Action as 

outlined by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  

As witnesses, we have represented MWUC at many 

reconciliation events throughout the Edmonton area.  

A "Moving Forward with Reconciliation" working 

group, consisting of 10 United Church (UC) 

congregations of Edmonton Presbytery, have been 

meeting regularly to further our understandings on the 

issues facing our indigenous people. The group 

discovered that this work is complex and requires 

dedicated, paid leadership.  We applied for funding 

from Healing and Justice Fund and Edmonton 

Presbytery for a part-time position for an Oskapewis 

("Helper" in Cree) who will work with all the UC 

congregations in Edmonton Presbytery and facilitate 

our group in moving forward on the journey of 

reconciliation. This position is a shared ministry 

between Edmonton Presbytery and the Inner City 

Pastoral Ministry. Nancy and Mary-Anne, on behalf of 

MWUC, also applied for and received approval for a 

grant to fund a part-time communications and social 

media position for our group. We urge you all to 

subscribe to this list at calltoaction@uccedm.org to 

receive regular updates on upcoming events.  There 

is also a calendar of events on Mill Woods United web 

page at http://www.millwoodsunited.org/truth-and-

reconciliation/reconciliation-calendar/.  We have also 

set up a bulletin board at the back of the sanctuary 

with lots of great information.  We encourage you to 

check out the upcoming events and find something to 

attend!  Mary-Anne, Theresa Wynn from Southminster

-Steinhauer UC along with Evelyn and Dave from our 

congregation have also attended Mill Woods 

Aboriginal Family Night. The first evening Edmonton 

Public School Board put on a blanket exercise for the 

adults while a youth leadership team worked with the 

children to make buttons about "Every Child Matters". 

The second evening had jigging in honour of Metis 

week. It is great to get to know the indigenous people 

right here in our Mill Woods Community. Want to find 

out more? Nancy can be reached at 

distributors@mindalive.com and Mary-Anne at 

majicmom@hotmail.com. 

Food and 
Clothing Bank 

With the onset of the colder weather, we have seen a 

marked increase in the number of families coming to the 

Clothing Bank looking for warm winter outerwear. A huge 

ñThank Youò to those who have brought in coats, jackets, 

snow suits and snow pants for men, women and children. 

They have been snapped up quickly and appreciated by 

all. We will be putting up the ñMitten Treeò this week and 

ask that everyone contribute one or more pairs of gloves 

or mitts. We are very fortunate to have had someone knit 

us many, many scarves and hats this year so have 

decided to concentrate on collecting mitts and gloves 

(hand warmers) instead. There will be safety pins which 

you can use to attach your donations to the tree. Letôs see 

if we can make it as colourful as our Christmas Tree! We 

are also continuing to ask for childrenôs clothes as they 

seem to disappear quickly as well. I have called some of 

the elementary/junior high schools in the area to see if we 

can access some of the things in their lost and found 

boxes but to date have had no reply from any of them. If 

you are a teacher or have a connection with a school, and 

would be willing to approach them with our request, 

please let me know and I will get you some information on 

the Clothing Bank which you can take to the school if they 

ask for it. Thanks to the consignment store ñKidôs Stuff and 

My Favorite Auntò who have been supporting us for over a 

year now. 

Our Food Bank depot continues to support those 

individuals and families in the Mill Woods area who are 

struggling to make ends meet and are in need of food 

assistance. We operate Tuesday and Thursday and have 

had our maximum number of clients (30) almost every day 

since January. A huge ñThank Youò to all our volunteers. 

Sometimes it can be a frustrating and labour intensive job 

if there are hampers left at the end of the night, but most 

of our clients are very appreciative of the fact that we are 

there for them.  

Both our Clothing Bank and Food Bank depot will be 

closed for the week between Christmas and the New Year 

to give the volunteers a break. We can always use some 

extra help, so if you have ever thought you would like to 

see how we operate or want more information, feel free to 

call Kathy Poechman at 780-463-7750. 
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Financial Update 

For the ten months ended October 31, 2016 

At the Annual Financial Meeting in February 2016, the 

congregation approved a 2016 Budget that forecast 

revenues of $211,000, expenses of $215,400 and a deficit 

of $4,400. 

Actual results for the first ten months of the year indicate 

that: 

¶ General offerings are trending lower than forecastð

we may see a shortfall of around $8,000 for the full 

year 

¶ Fundraising is expected to fall short of the forecast 

level of $18,000 by about $4,000 

¶ Salary expense, after considering factors impacting 

the forecast both favourably and unfavourably, is 

expected to be approximately $3,000 less than the full 

year target  

¶ All expenses other than salaries, in total, are right on 

target. 

Based on the above, we are anticipating a deficit of 

$10,000 to $12,000 for the year. 

 

2017 Budget Planning 

In March of 2013, the congregation approved the 2013ð

2017 Business PlanðCalled to be the Church. That plan 

focused on supporting four pillars recognized as being 

key to our mission and identityðthe Sunday morning 

experience; mentoring children, youth and families; 

connecting people; and, outreach to the community. The 

concept was that along with programming would come 

growth and along with growth would come financial 

sustainability. 

By the end of 2015, it was apparent that despite many 

solid efforts to support the 2013-2017  

Business Plan assumptions, growth lagged well behind 

the level required for us to become financially sustainable 

by 2017. The plan was ñresetò in a document called ñOur 

Path Forwardò. The updated plan recognized that with flat 

local offering contributions supporting approximately 60% 

of our budget, heavier reliance would need to be placed 

on rental income and fundraising. We were aware when 

this update was prepared of a cash surplus resulting from 

2013 operations that would ñbuy us some timeò to develop 

these new directions along the path to financial 

sustainability. 

2017 is the fifth year of the five-year plan approved in 

2013. Although we are seeing new faces and increased 

and many successful, well received new programs, 

membership has not grown at the required rate to reach 

our financial sustainability target. We need to be aware 

that we are running out of time and that our cash reserves 

are rapidly dwindling. The 2017 Budget will be prepared 

with this background in mind. 

Randy Round 

Finance Representative 

MWUC Council 



Heavenly 
Hospitality 

It has been hectic times for Heavenly Hospitality 

this fall so we look forward to a break around 

Christmas and into the beginning of the New 

Year. Activities we have be involved with this fall 

include: 

September Welcome Back Lunch 

October 22 St. Paulôs Ladies Day Out -  

  catered their coffee time 

October 29 Fall Frolic - helped in kitchen 

November 12 Ian and Kimôs Wedding -  

  prepared salads and assisted  

  with serving 

November 20 40th Anniversary luncheon 

November 26 Concession at the Christmas  

  Craft Fair 

December 7 Presbytery Retirees Christmas  

  luncheon 

Thanks to everyone who assisted with any of 

these events. Your help is truly appreciated! 

Lynda Colgan 

Fabulous Fall Frolic 
alias FFF2 

The final numbers are in and not only did we have a 

fantastic evening of music, improv, fun and 

masquerading, we made almost $4000!  

On behalf of the FFF Planning Committee, we would 

like to thank everyone who jumped in and contributed 

by promoting on social media, inviting friends and 

buying tickets, donating or procuring silent auction 

items, helping with set up, decorating and clean up, 

serving and preparing food - your participation 

certainly helped and is much appreciated! This event 

was successful only because so many pitched in and 

we thank you for your generosity!  

The FFF is a great event for providing our 

congregation a time to socialize along with bringing 

new people into our building, and raising funds to 

ensure that our programs continue to exist so that we 

can serve our greater community. 

Nancy Siever 

Thank You! 
I would like to thank Council, the M & P Committee and 

the entire congregation for the warmth and apprecia-

tion expressed to me on November 20 at the 40th An-

niversary service. I was quite overwhelmed at the re-

sponse I received and truly humbled. 

When I began here, way back 25 years ago, never did 

I suspect I would stick around for this long. It has been 

quite a journey in which I have been truly blessed with 

having all of you in my life. We have had our ups and 

downs but for the most part it has been a remarkable 

ride. 

It was great to see so many of you all gathered in the 

sanctuary celebrating the churchôs milestone and all 

that has been accomplished in 40 years. 

Again thank you for all you have given to me! 

Janice Martin 


